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The NZAGA Newsletters are yours to pass on to anyone you feel may benefit from 
the information.  Because I firmly believe in sharing knowledge for the benefit of our 
beautiful animals, I have deliberately not put a copyright on the articles I have written 
or the photographs I have taken personally.  However, out of respect I do ask that you 
seek permission from the other contributors to these newsletters before using their 
photographs or articles for some other use. 

NZAGA Newsletter 
 

NZ Arapawa Goat Association   February 2016, Issue 5 

 

From the Editor - Welcome to 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks for all the questions.  This newsletter is focused 
on providing answers that I hope will be helpful, particularly 
to those adventurous people who are novices at breeding 
Arapawa goats (like me still; researching your questions has 
taught me so much that I cringe when I think of my ignorance 
at the beginning of this journey). Several people have asked 
how to access the NZ Arapawa Goats’ Registry: you can do 
this online, either via the NZAGA website: 
www.arapawagoats.com [select ‘Registry’, then ‘New 
Zealand Registry’], or go directly to the page: 
http://www.arapawagoats.com/registrynz.pdf.  Alternatively, 
you can email me and I will send you a pdf file you can 
download. 

 

Alison Sutherland 
alison@xtra.co.nz    
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Introducing Killinchy Toffee, Registration NZAGA 224.  Out of 

Tutukinoa Cinnamon (AG116) and Tutukina Budda (AG088). Bred by 

M & G Taylor and currently owned by V & H Ferguson of Rakaia.     

http://www.arapawagoats.com/
http://www.arapawagoats.com/registrynz.pdf


Heat Stress  
 
In hot climates, high temperatures and exposure to excessive 
direct sunlight, wind and high humidity, are the main 
environmental stress factors.   It is that time of the year when 
many of our goats show symptoms of heat stress.  Because 
goats don’t sweat they can struggle to lower their 
temperature.   
 
 
Prevention: 
 
~ Reduce grain feeds (e.g. animal nuts) during the hotter 

months (these warm the goats) 
~ Ensure every goat has access to shade during the day 
~ Keep fresh water cool in shady areas (adding a few ice-

blocks will help) 
~ Have several fresh water containers available around the 

paddock (this ensures less dominant goats can access 
water) 

~ Ensure each goat has access to a mineral block  
~ Add Bio Brew to the water twice a week 
 
 
Recognising Heat Stress: 
 
~ The goat is listless and unresponsive 
~ Lying down, stretched out in the sun and not attempting to 

get up 
~ Wobbly when standing 
~ Panting and/or mouth breathing 
 
 
What to do: 
 
Severe heat stress requires veterinary assistance; it is 
often fatal. 
 
Practical ideas to consider while you wait for the vet: 
 
~ Separate the sick animal from other goats to prevent 

bullying and further stress 
~ Ensure the goat is in a cool, shady place 
~ Try and get electrolytes into the animal (e.g. syringe the 

cool liquid towards the roof of its mouth)  
~ To reduce its temperature, place ice-packs between its 

horns and hind legs (if you have no ice-packs, use a bag 
of frozen vegetables) 

 
 

Those goats most 
vulnerable to heat 
stress are:  

o Older does 
o Young kids 
o Sick goats 
o Fat goats 

 

 

Handy Hint 

Simple Electrolyte 
recipe: 

1 tablespoon glucose (or 
dextrose) 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
Pinch salt 
½ L warm water 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOAT PROFILE –  
MILLARD FARM SULTAN (AG171) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like all of our kids, Sultan has a story.   

He was born on 21st July 2014 to a doe we named 
Island Girl (she was one of the goats rescued from 
Arapawa Island on 14th February 2013).  His sire was 
Tutukinoa Dobby, the resident stud on our lifestyle 
block in Masterton, who is now deceased.   

 

From the day of his birth we knew Sultan was 
something special.  Because of his size we initially 
thought he was a single birth but later found his 
mother had also given birth to a tiny little girl who was 
so small that she would never have survived in the 
wild (Hand raised, little Peppercorn survived and is 
now thriving).  A solid little fellow, Sultan matured 
quickly and indications of his future stud capacity 
became evident.  At 3 months of age we separated 
him from the girls, putting him in with his father.  
When a doe showed signs of coming on heat, Sultan 
would compete with Dobby for the doe’s attention.  
For peace in the paddocks, we put Sultan in with two 
unrelated does.  Five months later Sultan became a 
proven adolescent sire.   

 

For a few months Sultan resided on a lifestyle block 
in the upper northern hills of Wellington where he had 
two mums, two doe companions as well as numerous 
other lifestyle animals to keep him company.  Over 
the fence he had the occasional glimpse of feral 
goats that meandered freely across neighbouring 
reserve land.  Recently, he returned home to us, 
along with Meadow, the first Arapawa kid born under 
the breeding name of Millard Farm.  It is wonderful to 
have them home again. 

 



Comparison of Arapawa to old English goats 
The following comparison is made based on the Breed Standard for the Old English Goat 
that was finalised at the Old English Goat Society AGM on 19th June 2005, and the Breed 
Standard of the Arapawa goat as posted on the New Zealand & International Arapawa 
Goat Association’s website: arapawagoats.com.  
 

 Arapawa Old English 

G
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The general appearance of the Arapawa is 
a small, light-framed (doe), solid and 
stocky (buck) goat with all parts of the body 
in balanced proportion relative to its size.  
The overall picture is that of an alert, good-
natured, attractive animal.  
 

Old English Goats are small and ‘cobby’. 
Their constitution and hardiness are two of 
their greatest characteristics. 

Si
ze

 

As a general guideline, height at withers of 
a mature animal should be 25 inches 
(635mm) for females and 30 inches 
(760mm) for males. 

The adult height at the withers should be 
26 ins for females (24" to 28" is 
acceptable) and 28" for males (26" to 30" 
being acceptable). 
 

B
ac
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Must be strong, broad and relatively 
straight. Most Arapawa goats have a full or 
partial dorsal stripe that runs along their 
back, sometimes broken by a lighter 
saddle.  The tail is short in relation to the 
body, carried gaily and pointing upwards. 
 

Should be level from withers to hips, and 
then slope gently down to the root of the 
tail. 
 

C
on

fo
rm

at
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n A round-bellied look.  The loins give the 
appearance of strength, attaching to a 
wide, generous croup. The front legs are in 
proportion to the depth of the body. The 
legs should be straight, strong and well 
placed, with well-formed, dark hooves. 
 

The body is deep, and broad chested with 
a prominent breast bone and capacious 
belly.  The legs are short and well boned. 
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Distinctly patterned faces, which are long 
and narrow with dark brown or black-
striped facial markings. Most sport goatee 
beards.  Horns should be symmetrical, with 
the does’ being round, sweeping up 
towards the back and the bucks’ being 
flatter, sweeping up, back and curling 
outwards.  Arapawa goats do not have 
tassels. 

The head tapers to a moderately fine 
muzzle, with a dished facial profile. Both 
sexes are bearded. The ears are 'small' 
and pricked. Most goats are naturally 
horned, although a minority are born 
without. The horns are usually set well 
apart, and should rise straight up to start 
with, then curve backwards or twist 
outwards. The neck should be free of 
tassels. 
 

C
oa

t 

Lustrous and in good condition, free of 
foreign debris and parasites, the coat can 
be long on the hind legs (petticoat) or all 
over. The cashmere undercoat is 
noticeable during winter.   

The outer coat may be any length from 
short to shaggy, but it is never smooth and 
wet-looking. There may be a fringe of long 
hair along the back and/or down the 
hindquarters. The copious fine cashmere 
undercoat is particularly noticeable in 
winter, but it should be detectable even in 
summer. 
 



C
ol

ou
r a variety of colour combinations, ranging 

from white and cream, fawn, tan, ginger, 
light brown, to darker shades of brown and 
black. All have dark brown or black badger 
stripes on the face.      

Colour is variable, usually shades of grey 
or brown and often with black markings. 
White patches are acceptable. 'Swiss' 
markings are not acceptable. 
 

 
The similarity between Arapawa goats and old English goats are apparent when comparing 
today’s goats with those illustrated in 19th century paintings such as Thomas Sidney 
Cooper’s 1850 oil painting (shown below), and William and Edgar Hunts’ paintings (overleaf):  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Born in Birmingham in 1876, the son of William Henry Hunt (a part-time art teacher), Edgar 
Hunt spent most of his adult life sketching farmyard animals.  William died in 1864; Edgar 
died in 1955. 
 
Copies of the following paintings, including a number of others by Edgar Hunt, depicting 
the old English goats can be purchased through: http://www.1st-art-gallery.com/  
 
  
   

 
Boy and Goat 
by William Hunt 

 

Goats outside a 

stable by Edgar 

Hunt 

 

Goat and 

chicken feeding 

in a cottage 

interior by 

Edgar Hunt 

 

http://www.1st-art-gallery.com/


Q & A 

I have had a couple of neighbours asking me about goat milk – do I need a special 
head bail to hold them while I try to milk them? Do you know where I could get plans 
for one? 
 
We were fortunate to purchase this 2-animal goat stand from an 
elderly lady who retired from milking her Saneen goats, so keep 
an eye on Trade Me and local farm auctions.  All our girls are 
trained (i.e. bribed) to enjoy the stand which is in their play 
paddock.  This enables us to feed them separately if we need to 
ensure a weaker animal gets her supplements; it is also ideal if 
we need to trim their feet, clean their back end, milk them for 
colostrum, or want a weak kid to have an extra feed. 
 
However, the stand doesn’t have to be metal or this complicated.  
If you google “goat stand plans” you will see a number of 
different styles.  I was particularly impressed with the plan I saw 
on the Fiasco Farm website (this website is a great resource): 
https://fiascofarm.com/goats/milkstand.html, very simple, effective 
and you can download the steps to make it.  Their other useful 
ideas include putting a non-slip mat on the bench so your goat 
doesn’t slip and slide around, demonstrates hanging a feeder 
from the front, and they also offer a plan for a buck stand with an 
adjustable head gate – brilliant idea for handling your bucks.   
 
 
 
I have some Willows which my lot keep trying to reach through the deer fencing – 
they aren’t poisonous to Arapawas’ are they?   
 
Goats are browsers, designed to eat trees and shrubs.  (See the 
previous newsletter for plants that are safe, keeping in mind 
moderation).  Mine relish branches of willow and poplar, which I 
offer them on a daily basis in season, and none have suffered any 
ill effects.  On the contrary - because willow bark contains a 
chemical that acts like aspirin, it can reduce pain and fever in 
goats. I often give a few branches to a goat that is ‘off colour’.  
 
Note:  Rhododendron and Oleander are lethal - they are one of 
the few things that will kill a goat very quickly. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://fiascofarm.com/goats/milkstand.html


When is the breeding season for Arapawa goats? 
 
According to local folklore, part of the goats’ uniqueness and ‘point of difference’ included a 
breeding season that coincided with goats living in the United Kingdom; i.e. they came into season 
in UK’s autumn which is September, October and November and gave birth in March, April, and 
May.   In comparison, New Zealand goats tend to mate towards the end of Summer to mid-
Autumn, i.e. February, March and April (http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/goats-and-goat-farming), 
delivering their kids during August, September or October.  So what can we expect from New 
Zealand Arapawa goats being bred in domestication? 

The following data is based on 236 goats registered with the NZAGA (including those who are now 
deceased or infertile).  Of the 236 registrations, there are 170 Arapawa goats where the birth 
month is known.  The remaining 66 (listed as ‘dk’ for ‘don’t know’ on the registry and graph below) 
represent goats that were retrieved or rescued from Arapawa Island, or were born prior to the 
registry being established and the owner is unable to recall the actual month (or year) of the 
animal’s birth.   

The graph clearly demonstrates 
that the breeding season for 
New Zealand’s registered 
Arapawa goats is predominantly 
in the cooler months, therefore 
their mating season is most 
likely to occur during March and 
April.  These findings suggest 
that the Arapawa goat seasons 
are closer to the NZ rather than 
the UK goats (see the table 
below); that overtime the 
Arapawa goats have adjusted in response to the different climate.  However, I am mindful that the 
data is based on animals kept in domestication and not in the wild (as observed by Betty Rowe) 
and that human intervention (putting the does in with the bucks) may be responsible for these 
results.   

 

Breeding Seasons for Arapawa, NZ and UK goats 
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At what age do the girls go to the buck? 
 
Females and males are considered mature at 24 months. 
While doelings are mated in the wild whenever a buck finds 
them; it being a case of luck if young ones survive or not, it is 
not necessary to expose them to such risk in domestication.  
Based on veterinarian advice, we separate our Arapawa 
buckling kids from fertile females when they are three months 
old as the boys become sexually active at a very young age 
(the photograph on the right shows Griff ‘practicing’ on his twin 
sister at the age of 3 weeks).  A female can also be fertile 
from as young as three months of age, becoming pregnant 
before adolescence.  We do not deliberately (accidents do 
happen) allow our does to mate until they are at least 18 
months old, and try to ensure they have a rest of at least a 
year after weaning before mating them again.  Some goat 
breeders advocate mating their female kids from 6 months of 
age “provided they are well grown and mature” but the British 
Goat Society warn the aftercare of these “kidded kids” needs 
to be especially good. Mindful of the well-being of the doe, 
most pedigree breeders do not put their does with the buck 
until they are close to 18 months of age.   

How can I tell when my doe is ready for mating?   

If you put her in the paddock with the buck, he will let you 
know! I am never in doubt when I see my girls getting as close 
to the buck’s paddock as possible.  The does get quite 
flirtatious, wagging their tail from side-to-side and calling out to 
the buck.  In response, the buck curls back his lip (checking 
her odour) and sprays his beard (and sometimes his face, 
causing a rash!). Once a doe comes into season she is usually 
‘keen’ for a day or two (some say they can be fertile for up to 
four days).  If she hasn’t ‘caught’ then you can expect her next 
season to occur in another 3 weeks; hence the reason why I 
put a visiting doe in with the buck for 4 weeks. 
 

How can I tell if she’s pregnant? 
The gestation period for a goat (total pregnancy) is usually 
around 5 months.  While some breeders say they can tell by 
the changing girth of their doe, I don’t rely on this (my girls 
often bulk up from overfeeding).  Your best rule of thumb: if 
you see the doe standing for the buck, assume she will deliver 
a kid or two (or three) 145 to 155 days later!  There are a 
number of excellent resources offering much more detail than I 
can give; I highly recommend the website: 
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/how-to-tell-when-
your-goat-will-kid.html.  Closer to her time – approximately 7-
10 days before she is due to deliver, the doe will ‘bag up’ (i.e. 
her udder will swell).   

Two-three weeks before 
the expected due date 
is a good time to 
vaccinate your does 
against clostridial 
diseases including 
tetanus (i.e. ‘5 & 1’, 
which you can get from 
your vet).  This will give 
immunity to the kids 
(better than giving all 
the kids injections!).   

http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/how-to-tell-when-your-goat-will-kid.html
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/how-to-tell-when-your-goat-will-kid.html


Two of my does are pregnant!  Our main concern is that one doe will become 
more aggressive towards the other doe and her kid/s. 

 
If you have real concerns about a doe being 
aggressive, then certainly separate them, however if 
being together is their norm, then I would leave them 
together to avoid the stress of separation.  Check that 
there is enough space between them in the paddock 
and between houses.  You will find that the more 
dominant doe is your matriarch (or has been hand-
raised as a pet!) and she will assert her dominance 
over the other doe’s kids.  If you are planning to keep 
any of the kids then better that they are together as a family group as early as possible – 
however if the matriarch/pet is too assertive or aggressive and you have a second 
paddock, keep the two family groups apart.  I tend to avoid this now as the kids slip 
through the fences to visit each other and then the mum can’t protect them.  In other 
words, let them sort it out but keep a close watch.  The only problem I foresee is that if the 
meeker doe delivers first, you will want to ensure she has her share of the food as the 
matriarch will use her aggressive behaviour to claim it.  Just 
remove the matriarch for the feeding time then allow her back 
into the paddock.  And remember – access to fresh water, a 
mineral salt block and quality hay as usual, and don’t overfeed 
the grains!  Extra morsels of willow branches, poplar leaves, 
apple, carrot, bread, silverbeet, animal nuts, etc. are also okay 
in moderation.  A small measure of Bio Brew 2-3 times a week 
ensures she maintains a good balance of minerals.  Watch for 
scouring.  Unlike sheep, goats don’t develop an immunity to 
worms.  I was advised to drench my does approximately two 
weeks after they have given birth.  Good luck with it all – and 
remember that they do this in the wild all on their own.  
 

She’s started labour – what should I do? 
Absolutely nothing!  Watch from a distance.  From the time she starts pushing until the first 
kid is delivered takes about ½ an hour.  If you feel she’s in trouble and you don’t know 
what to do, ring the vet! 

Photos by Glenn O’Keeffe and Sharon Taylor 

 

Handy Hint 
 
The Bio Brew doesn’t 
need to be kept in 
the fridge – just keep 
it out of the sun so 
the good microbes 
stay active; being 
very cold slows them 
down.   

 



It’s triplets!  Should I help or leave her to it? 
Triplets are not unusual and there are a variety of approaches, depending on the health of 
the babies and mother.  First things first – the health of the mother – do you have Bio 
Brew?  Give her 20 mls morning and night (in her food) or add to her water.  This will 
ensure she has all the minerals she requires.  Also – ensure there is a salt block in the 
paddock and she has access to clean hay and grass.  If you plan to supplement her food – 
do it gradually!  (Overfeeding, especially of grains, is probably the most common killer of 
does to new breeders).  If the doe is at the bottom of the pecking order, keep her with the 
babies on her own until they are 5 days old. If she is the dominant doe then you can keep 
her with the others.  Watch to ensure she is mothering all three of them and keep an eye 
out for the weakest (it will be obvious – thin, crying and miserable).  It is essential that all 3 
get their mother’s colostrum for the first 4 days.  Where there is a weak babe, ensure it 
gets some time on the teat, then supplement its feed twice a day with warm cow’s milk 
(homogenized) so that it gains enough strength to compete with its siblings. (The August 
2015 newsletter gives guidelines for quantities).  Just gently syringe the warm milk onto its 
tongue (not down its throat as it could go into the lungs) and let the kid swallow.  If this is 
all too much, rather than putting the weakest kid down (some people actually do this), 
select one and raise it as an orphan.   Remember, nature has its own way of taking care of 
things.  If all are doing well and mum’s coping, just let her get on with it (your best case 
scenario).  The supplement idea is for a kid who is weak or hungry; don’t supplement if all 
three kids are fine.   

 

I’m scared to go into the paddock with my buck as he’s starting to 
challenge me. 
Unless cornered, feral goats will run from the presence of humans.  Not so most bucks in 
domestication.  Some of the Arapawa goat breeders I have spoken with are able to walk 
into a paddock without trepidation that their domesticated buck or bucks will challenge 
them.  Sadly, this was not the case on Millard Farm.  Bottle-fed 
from birth and raised by hand, our Dobby had absolutely no fear of 
humans.  The only buck in the paddock for some years, top dog to 
our increasing herd of breeding does, Dobby was king in his world.  
While not malicious or mean-spirited, a buck who loved nothing 
more than a scratch bet   ween his horns and a brush when 
shedding his winter coat, on occasion Dobby challenged our 
presence in his paddock. As his confidence and testosterone grew, 
so did his territorial behavior, to the point where I would not enter 
his paddock with him running loose.  We managed by keeping a 
strong leather collar on him and chained him to a post when we 
entered his paddock.  This was achieved through the routine of 
feeding him treats through the fence, and when we wanted to restrain him, hooking a latch 
to his collar and tying him up.  While I don’t believe in tethering a goat for long periods, it is 
important to keep yourself, and the animal, safe.  Dobby has since died and we now have 
Sultan who is 18 months old.  I can still meander safely in Sultan’s paddock, but I keep an 
eye on him, aware of the damage he can do to me as he develops his strength, confidence 
and territorial rights.  I am in no doubt that the time will come when Sultan will challenge 
me, and that will be sometime very soon. 

  



Looking at the Register what does dk mean?  I was trying to do a ‘family tree’ of my 
kids so I could make some decisions on what buck I would like to use now and in 
the future.   
 
‘dk’ on the registry and on registration certificates stands for ‘don’t know’.  It represent goats that 
were retrieved or rescued from Arapawa Island, or were born of purebred Arapawa goats prior to 
the registry being established and the owner is unable to recall the actual month (or year) of the 
animal’s birth.  Only goats that we know whakapapa back to Arapawa Island can be registered 
with the NZAGA.  Because of the Department of Conservation’s eradication programme 
introduced in the 1970’s, at Betty Rowe’s initiative a number of Arapawa goats were taken off the 
island and given sanctuary by several people determined to protect the integrity of the breed.  All 
goats determined to be purebred Arapawa goats, and registered as such, can be linked back to 
Arapawa Island or these protectors: David Hughes, Michael Trotter, Michael Willis and Bev 
Trowbridge.   
 
There have been a number of instances where people have attempted to register their goat of 
doubtful heritage, based on its appearance resembling the Arapawa goats (see the breed 
characteristics outlined in the article above).  
Further research undertaken over recent months 
clearly demonstrates that the Arapawa goats are 
descendants of those goats left on Arapawa Island 
by Captain Cook, and at least one of the goats he 
left was likely to be an old English Milch goat.  
Early English settlers were also known to bring 
milch goats with them to New Zealand, many of 
which were released into the hills throughout New 
Zealand.  While some of the smaller feral goats 
around New Zealand may resemble the Arapawa 
goat, never-the-less, by definition they are not 
Arapawa goats.  
 

 
Have you ever transported your Arapawa goats on a truck?  How do they 
travel?  How much does it cost? 
 
Over the years I have transported a number of 
adult goats and kids, both from the South Island to 
the North Island, and vice-versa.  My preference is 
to use our own transport – either my car or Alan’s 
van – with cages tied securely in place, fresh hay 
and water available for the animals (especially on 
the ferry which gets very hot in the car parking 
area).  However, sometimes this is not 
economically viable or convenient.  I once made 
enquiries with the Pet Bus – www.petbus.co.nz – 
but found them expensive and they were 
concerned about the size of the goat, only willing to 
take very young kids.  While there are a number of 
professional livestock carriers, I only ever use Morley Transport – they leave from Auckland and 
do a round trip, travelling down the North Island, across the Strait and down the East Coast to 
Invercargill, then back again.  You can expect to pay around $100 - $120 (GST exclusive) per 
animal. Their contact details are: www.morleytransport.webs.com, Phone 07-3780567 or ring 
Michelle on 027-345-1788.    

http://www.morleytransport.webs.com/


Advertisements: 
 
Buck Available – Home Farm Houston (NZAGA072) 
I am still looking for someone to take Hughie and I need him to 
be rehomed before the start of this breeding season or I will 
have to get the vet to castrate him. If you do have a newsletter 
in the pipeline, could I please re-advertise him?  He is available 
for long term lease anywhere for whoever could use him (and 
obviously take care of him properly) ...for free. He is very, very 
sweet and friendly. 

Sarah Page (03)312 5381 (Canterbury) 
tricoloregoats@clear.net.nz 

 

Doe Wanted 
We are looking for a new Doe, with a different line from our Buck Titan, as outlined below. 
Would be interested in one that is either a year or close to if possible.  Titans Line:            
 
Parents:                                          Grandparents: 
Buck:   Tutukinoa Willis                  Unknown Buck & Doe 
Doe:     Home Farm Dottie             No 1 of Arapawa Island & Tutukinoa Hughie 
  

Karen Kane kazza2u@slingshot.co.nz 
Tauranga 

 

For Sale –  
I am needing to sell my goats and only have a few months to do this. I was hoping you might have 
some contacts of people who may be interested in them. I have 4 females and 2 Billies (still 
entire). The females are registered but the boys are not. Nannie (matriarch) is Butterbrickle, then 
Rockard Farm: Hetta, Mocha and Latte (13 months old). 
 

Julianne Alderton julz.alderton@gmail.com  
Oxford 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Portable, folding hay feeders 

 
Many thanks to Christine Mander for recommending the 
portable hayrack Folding Hay feeders that hang on the fence 
(and lots of other wonderful resources for our goats) that can 
be purchased via Shoof’s ‘New Zealand Farmer’s 
Catalogue’: http://www.shoof.co.nz/ or order via: 
sales@shoof.co.nz, or phone: 0800-800-801.  This particular 
hayrack retails for $79.95. 
 

mailto:tricoloregoats@clear.net.nz
mailto:kazza2u@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:julz.alderton@gmail.com
http://www.shoof.co.nz/
mailto:sales@shoof.co.nz


 

New Evidence 
Having retired from paid employment (but still incredibly busy on our lifestyle block), I have been 
able to spend leisurely hours at the National libraries and archives in Wellington, focusing on the 
origins of the Arapawa goats.  This research has led to the discovery of a number of facts that 
leave me in no doubt that current day Arapawa goats are direct descendants of those left on 
Arapawa Island by Captain Cook.  Over the years I have accumulated a large amount of factual 
material around the story of the Arapawa goats.  As sometimes happens in history, people gather 
together important information and store it in a place where it gathers dust and becomes lost over 
time.  To ensure this doesn’t happen, I have made the commitment to put all the information 
together in the form of a book which I will donate to the National library so that current and future 
Arapawa goat advocates and researchers have access to it.   

If you have any relevant photograph/s or information that you believe would enhance the book, I 
would greatly appreciate it; naturally acknowledging the source.   

 
 
 

The next NZAGA newsletter is due out the first week of May 2016. 
 

Articles, photographs and questions are appreciated 


